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General Brown Central School District residents will 
go to the polls on Tuesday, May 15, to vote on a proposed 
$22.8 million budget for the 2018-2019 school year. The 
polls will be open from noon-9 p.m. in the General Brown 
Junior-Senior High School Gym, 17643 Cemetery Road.

Voters will also be asked to elect three members to the 
Board of Education for new three-year terms (see page 2). 

The district is committed to ongoing, extensive reviews 
of programs, priorities, and as a result, the Board of 
Education adopted a proposed budget in April totaling 
$22,849,750. The proposal calls for a 2.67 percent 
spending increase over the current school year’s budget 
and an increase in the district tax levy of 1.86 percent, 
which is at the state’s tax “cap.” As such, budget approval 
by a simple majority is required for budget passage.

The district once again approached the budget 
development process with two goals in mind: (1) 
improving the current level of rigorous academic 
and extracurricular opportunities for students while 
(2) continuing an approach of creative, conservative 
budgeting in order to ensure the least amount of impact 
on local taxpayers.

District leaders and the Board of Education are proud 
of its most recent efforts to make safety a top priority. 
They are embracing multiple measures to do this, along 
with supporting the idea of strengthening the sense of 
community and connectedness to each child, not only in 
school, but within the greater General Brown community.

They are also committed to PBIS, Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Supports, as they look forward to 
celebrating students’ academic achievements while 
simultaneously supporting students’ social and emotional 
well being.

“We look forward to further collaborating with our 
community, families, and General Brown staff to achieve 

our mission,” says General Brown Superintendent 
Barbara J. Case.

The mission of the General Brown School District 
is to prepare and inspire each student to meet future 
challenges. 

For more information about the proposed 2018-19 
budget, please visit the district website at www.gblions.org 
or contact the District Office at (315) 779-2300.
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What’s on the May 
15 ballot?
Proposition No. 1 – 2018-19 Budget
Consideration of the proposed 2018-19 district budget 
totaling $22,849,750.

Proposition No. 2 – School Buses
Residents are being asked to consider the purchase of  
up to four school buses of varying capacities at a cost 
not to exceed $310,000 from the Bus Purchase Capital 
Reserve Fund.

Proposition No. 3 – Capital Reserve Fund
Residents are being asked to consider the establishment 
of a General Capital Reserve Fund up to $2.8 million 
plus investment income, to be funded by the district from 
existing appropriated funds on hand and to be expended 
only upon future voter approval, for the purpose of 
financing the district’s share of future capital projects 
and/or the purchase of major equipment such as buses.

Proposition No. 4 – Dexter Free Library Tax
Residents are being asked to consider the levy and 
collection of an annual tax separate from the school 
budget in the amount of $5,000 (in addition to the 
current annual appropriation of $36,000 for a total of 
$41,500 annually) to be paid to the Dexter Free Library 
for the support of maintenance of the library.

Board of Education Election
Voters will be asked to select three members to  
new three-year terms on the Board of Education  
from four candidates listed on the election ballot. 
The four candidates are newcomer Tasha L. Richards, 
incumbent Jamie Lee, newcomer Kelly Milkowich  
and incumbent Daniel Dupee II. Terms will begin  
July 1, 2018 and expire June 30, 2021.

Security & Safety 
Upgrades
In January 2017, Governor Andrew M. Cuomo called for 
New York State to invest $2 billion in its schools through 
a Smart Schools Bond Act. Voters approved the Smart 
Schools Bond Act in November 2014, and as a result the 
General Brown Central School District was allocated to 
receive $1,256,750. 

In alignment with the General Brown CSD Technology 
Plan and the district’s ongoing commitment to safety, the 
General Brown Smart Schools Investment Plan includes 
the following upgrades, which are expected to be 
complete by June 2018:

• Telephone system, including video phones for all main 
entrances,

• Increased video surveillance,

• Visitor Sign in and Badging,

• Lockdown/Lockout/Mass Notification System, and

• Expanded Wireless Network.

“We are excited that these new security measures 
will enhance student and staff safety and increase 
technology opportunities through an expanded  
wireless network,” says General Brown Superintendent 
Barbara J. Case.
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2018-2019 School Budget Notice

Overall Budget Proposal
Budget Adopted  
for the 2017-18  
School Year

Budget Proposed 
for the 2018-19 
School Year

Contingency Budget 
for the 2018-19  
School Year *

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $ 22,253,928 $ 22,849,750 $ 22,707,374

Increase/Decrease for the 2017-18 School Year $ 595,822 $ 453,446

Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget 2.67% 2.03

Change in the Consumer Price Index 2.13%

A.  Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $7,670,718 $7,813,094

B.  Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable

C.  Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable **

D.  Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy

E.  Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy  (A + B + C – D) $7,670,718 $7,813,094 $7,670,718

F.  Total Permissible Exclusions $ 155,896 $ 154,656

G.  School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $ 7,565,055 $ 7,658,438

H.  Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support Library Debt and/or 
Permissible Exclusions (E – B – F + D)

$ 7,514,822 $ 7,658,438

I.  Difference: G – H (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval –  
See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions) **

$ 50,233 $ 0

Administrative Component $ 2,250,560 $ 2,388,407 $ 2,373,407

Program Component $ 16,904,662 $ 17,192,893 $ 17,090,518

Capital Component $ 3,098,706 $ 3,268,450 $ 3,243,449

* The district’s contingency budget is a result of an SED mandated calculation. The contingency budget outlined above would reduce the proposed budget by eliminating $142,376 
of equipment expenses, and other program areas as identified by the Board of Education.

**  List Separate Propositions that are not included in the Total 
Budgeted Amount: (Tax Levy associated with educational or 
transportation services propositions are not eligible for exclusion 
and may affect voter approval requirements)

Description Amount

Establishment of a Capital Reserve Fund $2.8 million

Dexter Free Library Tax Increase $5,000

Under the Budget Proposed for  
the 2018-19 School Year

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings1 $297.94

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2018-2019 by the qualified voters of the General Brown Central School District, Jefferson County, New York, will be held at General Brown 
Jr./Sr. High School new gymnasium in said district on Tuesday, May 15, 2018 between the hours of 12:00 pm and 9:00 pm, prevailing time, at which time the polls will be opened to 
vote by voting ballot or machine.

1 The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.
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When and where is the vote?

Tuesday, May 15, from noon to 9 p.m. 
in the General Brown Junior-Senior High 
School Gym, 17643 Cemetery Road.

Who can vote?

A U.S. citizen, 18 years or older, who has 
been a district resident for at least 30 days 
prior to the vote.

What should I bring?

Personal identification/proof of residency is 
required (e.g., driver’s license or utility bill, 
both with name and current address).

Budget Q&A

Q How is the tax levy different 
from the tax rate?

The school tax levy is the total amount of 
money that a district raises from local taxpayers, 
while the school tax rate is the amount of taxes 
residents pay per $1,000 of property value.

Q Does the percentage 
of  increase in the tax levy 

equal the percentage of increase 
in the tax rate?
No. Typically, the tax rate increase is lower 
than the tax levy increase. New home con-
struction and businesses added to the tax roll 
lowers the tax rate. Over the past nine years, 
the average tax levy increase of 3.4% has 
yielded an average increase of 2.4% in the tax 
rate for the Town of Brownville.

Q How does the STAR  
exemption reduce school 

property taxes?
Community members who own a home can 
significantly reduce their school property taxes 
through a School Tax Relief (STAR) exemp-
tion, a program paid for through state taxes. 
Basic STAR is available for households with an 
income of less than $500,000 on a home-
owner’s primary residence only. Enhanced 
STAR assists homeowners age 65 and older 
with household incomes below a specific limit 
adjusted annually. Contact your town asses-
sor’s office to learn more at www.tax.ny.gov/
pit/property/star/index.htm.

3.4%
Average 
tax levy 
increase

2.4%
Average  
tax rate 
increase


